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                                                                                                          March xx, 2025
Dear Future Pilot,

On behalf of my instructors, staff and myself, let me congratulate you on your selection to attend the 2025 National Flight Academy Great Lakes Region Powered, Oshkosh, WI, 6-16 June 2025 (note: staff reports on Friday, 6-June, Cadets on Saturday, 7-June).  The NFA-GLR is held at the Civil Air Patrol buildings on the grounds of the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA).   EAA has been a strong partner in our past NFA-GLR sessions and will be again this year.    Quite often, EAA will fly many of its antique and WWII aircraft at the same time you will be in the traffic pattern.  Time permitting you will get an opportunity to see what they have to offer.

I can assure you that my staff and I will do everything in our power to make this a fun, educational and successful experience for you!  But to get the most out of your time with us, I need your help.  In just nine days we are going to teach you as much as we can about the Cessna 172 Skyhawk, basic airmanship, and proper takeoff and landing techniques.  The best analogy I can offer: it will be like trying to take a sip of water from a full-on fire hose.  In order for you to be successful, you will need to be totally dedicated to learning the material and skills we will teach you.  If you come to Oshkosh with the desire to work hard and learn, you will fully enjoy your time with us.  Over 1000 cadets since 1995 have been successful because they gave it all they had.  I know you can be just as successful if you give us your full attention and effort!  

In the past, we have had students arrive with a few introductory flying lessons under their belt.  This is not necessary.  The curriculum is designed for a student who has no previous piloting experience.  In fact, regardless of any previous flying experience you might have, your instructor will assume you have never seen a light aircraft before.

I need to point out that if you have already soloed in a powered aircraft, you are not allowed to participate in a Flight Academy - this is noted at the beginning of the Eligibility Requirements.  Please contact Cadet Programs at CAP National Headquarters and make other arrangements. Because of limitations of time, aircraft, and instructors, we do not have the capability to offer these advanced activities at this time.  

Our curriculum will provide students with the same knowledge and flying skills they would expect to receive during the first 10 hours of instruction from any flight school.  While we cannot make any guarantees, those students who learn the material and do well during the in-flight lessons may have the opportunity to fly solo.  Please keep in mind that your time with us can be successful whether or not you solo.  The key to your success totally depends on how much effort you put into your learning.

While there is no guarantee you will solo, there are a few things you need to be aware of in order for you to be able to solo, should you qualify, during NFA-GLR:

1) You must be 16 years of age.  This is a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and CAP requirement.

2) A parent or guardian must sign the special solo permission form included with this letter.  This is a CAP requirement.
3) You must have a Medical Certificate issued by a FAA certified Medical Examiner as well as a Student Pilot Certificate issued by the Civil Aviation Registry after an application is made with either a Designated Pilot Examiner or Certified Flight Instructor.  This is an FAA and CAP requirement.  
4) You must bring with you a certified copy of your birth certificate and picture ID; or, your current passport to start flight training. This is a TSA requirement to validate US citizenship. How to get a certified copy of a US Birth Certificate
You DO NOT NEED a Medical Certificate and Student Pilot Certificate just to attend NFA-GLR, although it is strongly recommended.  Again, you MUST have this Medical Certificate and Student Pilot Certificate if you have the opportunity to SOLO.  You will have to acquire the Certificates before you arrive at NFA-GLR.  Since it will typically take approximately 6-8 weeks to obtain the Student Pilot Certificate, I highly recommend you submit your application now. To locate an FAA certified Medical Examiner, check with any of the pilots in your local CAP unit for a referral or you can contact any local FAA office or Air Traffic Control facility for a list of FAA certified Aviation Medical Examiners (AME) in your area.  You must bring both the original Medical Certificate and original Student Pilot Certificate with you and give it to us when you arrive, should you be eligible to solo!  Also, if you are taking any medications, which may affect your flying, we must know this too.  You can get flight training with certain medications, but you will not be able to get a certificate or solo. At best you will pre-solo.
We will also be providing ground school instruction during the academy. The ground school curriculum is intended to be adequate for the flight training you will receive while at the Academy, including the opportunity to solo.  Note: this ground training is not comprehensive enough to cover all knowledge categories required to take the FAA written exam.  It is our hope to complete the instruction at the Academy so that when you return home you will have a head-start on further studying for the FAA written exam.

Enclosed with this letter is a travel form, which you MUST fill out telling us how you will be arriving on June 7th.  Plan to arrive not later than 1600 (4:00 P.M.) Central Daylight Savings Time, if possible. As soon as your travel plans are finalized, please return this form to me at:

1Lt. Paul DeCoursin, 1030 N 123rd Street, Wauwatosa, WI  53226
Or scan and e-mail it to me at Paul.DeCoursin@wicap.us  (preferred method)
If you are planning to drive to Oshkosh, please indicate this on the form.  We will send you final directions on how to get to our site ahead of your arrival.  If you are planning on driving yourself with the vehicle remaining at our site, you will be required to hand over your keys to the staff upon your arrival.  The keys will be returned to you upon your departure.  This is a standard CAP policy for any special activity.

If you are planning to travel by commercial airline, please indicate the airline, flight number, and arrival time at your final destination on the form.  We request that you fly into Outagamie County Regional Airport in Appleton (ATW). Also, please provide a phone number we can call in case we need to contact your parent or guardian in the event of a flight cancellation.   Make a firm reservation. DO NOT FLY STANDBY status.  A staff member will meet you in the baggage claim. He/she will be wearing CAP identifiable clothing.  Every arriving cadet will be met; no one will be left behind, so please remain waiting in the baggage claim area until you are picked up.

There will be a Graduation Banquet on Sunday evening, June 15th at 5:00 P.M in the EAA Museum. The price of the banquet for our students is included in the fee you are paying for NFA-GLR.  Your family and friends are invited to attend this event to share the pride you will have attained in your accomplishments during NFA-GLR.  The cost for guests is $35 each. You are asked to let the staff know during your check-in if you will have any guests for the banquet if not before.

Departure day will be Monday, June 16th.  If you are flying, try to make your departure after 9:00 A.M. from the same airport you arrived at on the 7th.  Breakfast will be available that morning.  Those who will be driving may depart at their convenience.  If your parents are coming to the banquet, you may leave afterwards on Sunday night after checking out with academy staff.

We have enclosed a recommended list of items to bring. Storage space is limited to lockers, with suitcase storage under your bunk. It is strongly recommended that you do not exceed the items on this list.  You will find you will not use a lot of extra clothes.  You will be in your NFA-GLR flying clothes during most of the day.  So only a minimum of alternative clothing, such as civilian wear, will be needed for the period.  The only CAP uniform you will need is your Class B uniform (without jacket) for the graduation banquet. Trust me, you will be glad if you travel light with only the items we recommend unless you’re OK with being charged for extra luggage.
While you may wish to have a cellular phone with you during travel, you will be required to hand over the phone to staff upon arrival. The phone will be returned upon your departure. Each cadet, upon arrival at the activity, will be allowed to phone his/her parents/guardians to advise that they have arrived at the activity. And of course, phone calls will be permitted should you solo.  Phones will be returned upon departure. Parents may contact me on my cell phone at 414-507-0423. 

During our Academy, there will be 2 Sundays.  We will do all we can to honor your desire to attend religious services.  Keep in mind that Oshkosh is a small town and may not have all the choices a larger community might offer.  Please let us know if you have any special needs in this area. We usually have a CAP chaplain hold a short non-denominational service on each Saturday night after dinner, if you wish to attend.
The cost of the Academy this year is $1200.  You are paying for 10 hours of intensive flying time and ground school with top-notch instructors who are donating their time.  The fee also includes your food, housing, banquet, cap and NFA T-shirts (NFA flight uniform).  I will need your shirt size if it was not included on the CAPF 31 (your application).  Inform me in writing (email is acceptable) that you will attend this event. Then, you must make the down payment by March 31, or you risk losing your slot.  In addition, Final Payment must be made by April 30, or you will risk losing your slot.  There are ways to get donations should you have trouble obtaining the fee.  Your squadron or wing may be able to give you a scholarship. I also recommend that you contact non-profit organizations in your community. They usually have money they are willing to donate for worthwhile causes. I suggest you contact them and ask if you can go to a meeting in your CAP uniform and present your case.  You may be able to get enough donations to cover the fee. 
If something comes up unexpectedly and you know you cannot attend, PLEASE let me know ASAP so I can fill the slot with another cadet.  We plan the meals, instructors, aircraft and materials for the number of Cadets that National HQ tells us to expect.  Please be advised that if you have already paid there will be a $100 non-refundable fee. 
I will send out additional information, as the date for NFA-GLR gets closer.  There are several attachments along with this letter.  Please review all the information and return the necessary forms to me as soon as possible. There is more information at www.ncsas.com for airline travel and flight scholarships as well as the powered flight syllabus and information on the student pilot certificate. 

If you have questions, you can call me at (414) 507-0423 or e-mail me at Paul.DeCoursin@wicap.us
Sincerely,












1Lt Paul DeCoursin, Activity Director 

NFA-GLR Powered - Oshkosh 

Attachments:


· CAPF 60-81 & CAPF 163 (1)
· Travel Information Form / Solo Permission Slip (1)

· Packing List (2)
(1) Items to be completed and mailed, or scanned & emailed to: 
Paul.DeCoursin@wicap.us
(2) This item is informational to help you prepare for the NFA. 
National Flight Academy-Oshkosh


Civil Air Patrol


United States Air Force Auxiliary





2747 Knapp Street Road( Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54902-9021











PAGE  
1

[image: image3.png]


